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On behalf of The Foundation for the 
Bethlehem Area School District, we are 
pleased to present our 2017-2018 Annual 
Report. The number of donors who 
support our organization continues to 
grow, allowing us to provide more 
support to the students of the 
Bethlehem Area School District. 

Thank you to all of our supporters and 
for all of the generous gifts that were 
received throughout the year.  We 
appreciate your donations and your 
partnership to help us achieve our 
mission: To Enhance the Learning 
Opportunities for All Students of the 
Bethlehem Area School District.   

Some of you work for one of the many 
Lehigh Valley businesses.  Some of you 
are alumni.  Some of you are Bethlehem 
Area School District employees.  Some 
of you are Board Members.  Some of you 
are Community Supporters.  But ALL of 
you support the students of Bethlehem 
Area School District.  And we thank you! 

With your help in 2018, The Foundation 
for the Bethlehem Area School District 

provided over $186,000 
towards various projects 
and programs providing 
academic innovation. In this 
report, you will learn more 
about the specific projects 
and programs supported by 
The Foundation. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jessica Moyer 
President 
Jessica Moyer, 
President 

 

   

Message from the President 

Mission: To Enhance the Learning Opportunities 
for All Students of Bethlehem Area School District 

Our Board of Trustees and Staff: 

1st Row Left to Right, Jennifer Ceneviva, Vice President; Jessica 
Moyer, President; Caroline DiPipi-Hoy, Trustee; Jennifer 
Roeder, Trustee; Victoria Montero, Trustee; 2nd Row Left to 
Right, Jim Santanasto, Trustee; Kim Hayes, Secretary; Janelle 
Creveling, Trustee; Julie Bailey, Executive Director; Courtney 
Weikert, Liaison; 3rd Row Left to Right, Matthew Malozi, 
Trustee; Kayla Jacobs, Administrative Assistant; Ed Boksan, 
Trustee; 4th Row Left to Right, Kerry Wrobel, Trustee; James 
Holley, Trustee, Michael Zile, Treasurer; John Callahan, Trustee, 
Not Pictured: Michael Faccinetto, Liaison, Jodi Frankelli, 
Liaison, Joseph Roy, Liaison, and Gina Scala, Trustee 
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Our Mission 

To Enhance the Learning 
Opportunities for all Students 
of the Bethlehem Area School 
District. 

 

Our History 

Created to strengthen, 
enhance and enrich the 
educational experiences of all 
students of the Bethlehem 
Area School District, The 
Foundation for the Bethlehem 
Area School District was 
established in 1999 under the 
name, Bethlehem Area 
Education Foundation. The 
Foundation’s focus has been 
helping educators deliver 
innovative teaching to 
students inside and outside the 
classroom. As a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, The 
Foundation raises funds to 
promote innovative 
educational programs that 
enhance the curriculum of the 
Bethlehem Area School 
District.  

 

Goals 

 Mobilize the community 
to promote and foster 
the Bethlehem Area 
School District 

 Support 
educator innovation to 
advance curriculum and 
dynamic learning 
environments 

 Support school district 
programs that 
emphasize Core 
Learning, Stretch 
Learning, Student 
Engagement and 
Personal Skill 
Development 

 Foster community and 
family partnerships 

 Raise and leverage 
necessary resources to 
support the mission of 
The Foundation 

 Develop a collaborative 
spirit and supportive 
relationships between 
The Foundation, the 
Bethlehem Area School 
District and the 
Bethlehem Education 
Association 

 

Our Success 

Thanks to loyal and dedicated 
donors and volunteers, the 
hard work of The Foundation’s 
board of directors and the 
district’s leadership, The 
Foundation has achieved great 
success in recent years. In 
2014, annual contributions 
totaled $35,966. At the end of 
our 2018 fiscal year (June 30), 
contributions were over 
$288,000. Today, our 
organization is governed by a 
19-member board of directors 
and led by Executive Director 
Julie Bailey. 

 

About Us 
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Nineteen Teacher 
Innovation grants, 
totaling $15,769.70, were 
presented to teachers in 
twelve Bethlehem Area 
School District schools. 

Broughal Academic Expo 
Lynn Vento 
Broughal Middle School 

Breaking CHAINS 
Jacki Mohap and Amanda Dennis 
East Hills Middle School 

Literacy Lifestyle 
Danielle Frank 
Fountain Hill Elementary School 

A Transition to Teaching for 
Artistic Behavior 
Rachel Lynn 
Fountain Hill Elementary School 

Specialized Freshman Seminar 
Strong Interest Inventory 
Michael Dunstan 
Freedom High School 

Equity and Excellence through 
Science 
Graceanne Ruggiero 
Freedom High School 
 
Mindful Movement 
Sharon N. McGee 
Freemansburg Elementary 
School 

Innovative Makerspace Stations 
Mary Gruber 
Freemansburg and Calypso 
Elementary Schools 

Transforming Trash 
Jamie Bloss 
Governor Wolf Elementary 
School 
 
It Isn’t Rocket Science! Camp 
Kristin Stuby 
Liberty High School 
 
Calculus – When, Where, and 
How? 
Kristin Stuby 
Liberty High School 
 
Engineering Art 
Kristin Stuby 
Liberty High School 
 
STEM in Makerspaces 
Thomas Flisser 
Marvine Elementary School 
 
 

 
Every Good Boy/Girl Deserves 
Free Instruments 
Tiffany Tarleton 
Marvine and Calypso Elementary 
Schools 
 
Flexible Seating in the Art Room 
Jayn Preletz 
Miller Heights Elementary School 
 
BreakOut EDU 
Meghann Wright 
Spring Garden Elementary School 
 
Expand our Makerspace 
Karen Zarelli 
Thomas Jefferson Elementary 
School 
 
Virtual Reality in the Classroom 
Ashley Schellhaas and James Eric 
Frank 
William Penn Elementary School 
 
 
 
 

   

2017/2018 Teacher 
Innovation Grants 
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In memory of Jerry Tate, a retiree of 
the Bethlehem Area School District, 
Jerry’s family and friends established 
a memorial fund to support Science 
related projects, programs and trips 
that cannot be funded through the 
District’s general operating budget. 

East Hills Middle School teachers, 
Amanda Dennis and Tom Tancin, 
were the first to receive support 
from the Jerry Tate Memorial fund. 
Their project, “Hands in the Sand” 
created an augmented reality 
sandbox providing students with 
enhanced topography curriculum.   
 

Five Service Learning 
grants, totaling 
$4,050.00, were 
presented to teachers in 
three Bethlehem Area 
School District schools. 

Community Outreach Project 
Karen Lynn 
Freedom High School 

Social Skills Group 
Lindsay Wieand 
Freedom High School 
 
Family Matters 
Judith Rivera 
Liberty High School 

Community Outreach Project 
Diane Colom 
Liberty High School 

Leaders of Tomorrow Pen Pals 
Michelle Kirias 
Thomas Jefferson Elementary 
School 

Jerry Tate 
Memorial Fund 

 
 
2017/2018  
Service 
Learning 
Grants 
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The Farm to School Program introduces 
nutritional education by encompassing a 
variety of activities and learning 
experiences, giving students broad 
knowledge of nutrition, gardening, 
agriculture, and cooking. In addition to 
nutritional education, the program 
provides a pathway towards establishing 
and maintaining sustainable lifestyles 
for students and the community of the 
school. When determining the pilot 
school for this program, location and 
facilities were key factors. Broughal 
Middle School is located on the 
southside of Bethlehem, which is known 
to be a food desert, an urban area in 
which it is difficult to buy affordable or 
good-quality fresh food. With over 80% 
of the student population offered free 
lunches, the students of Broughal 
Middle School have a great need for an 
enhanced nutritional education 
program. Available facilities include a 
vegetative roof, cistern, and large 
sunroom that will be transformed into a 
state-of-the-art greenhouse allowing 
students to grow produce year-round.  

When the program is fully implemented 
in three years, all sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade students at Broughal 
Middle School will participate in the 
Farm to School Program across several 
subjects including: science, math, 
english, social studies, history, and  

physical education. Broughal Middle 
School’s staff and community 
supporters are committed to sustaining 
the Farm to School Program for many 
years to come. 

 

 
 
With community donor support, The 
Foundation for the Bethlehem Area 
School District established the Our 
Leaders of Tomorrow Fund to help 
empower our future leaders, Bethlehem 
Area School District students. This fund 
supports the district’s launching of the 
Leader in Me initiative, which 
incorporates Stephen R. Covey’s The 7 
Habits of Highly Effective People and 
other basic leadership skills into the 
elementary core curriculum in unique 
and creative ways. 

Our Leaders of Tomorrow Fund will 
sponsor projects at all sixteen 
Bethlehem Area School District’s 
elementary schools that enhance the 
school environment, stand to benefit as 
many children within the building as 
possible, and fall outside those items 
typically funded by the district. Projects 
will be proposed by schools’ Leaders of 
Tomorrow, a select group of Leader In 
Me students from each elementary 
school tasked with putting forward 2 to 
3 ideas. 

These ideas will then be voted on by all 
students in kindergarten through fifth 
grade. Schools can receive up to $1,000 
for these projects. While a funded 
project may not directly enhance the 
curriculum, the collaboration between 
the Our Leaders of Tomorrow students 
and their teachers as they develop these 
ideas and proposals provides an 
invaluable learning experience. In 
addition, the school wide vote 
empowers students while building 
community and increasing school spirit. 

The Our Leaders of Tomorrow Fund was 
initiated by Bethlehem Area School 
District school board member, Karen 
Beck Pooley in the Fall of 2017. Karen 
reached out to The Foundation to 
discuss the opportunity of introducing a 
fund for the district that mirrored one 
her father established in New York 
honoring her mother. 

“This student-led process and these 
incredible projects that will really 
enhance Bethlehem Area School District 
elementary schools are exactly what we 
were hoping to see from this 
program!  I’m very excited to see this 
effort grow in the years ahead”, said 
Karen Beck Pooley. 

With donor support from the Beck 
Family Charitable Fund and Al and Jill 
Douglass, the fund was launched in the 
spring of 2018 supporting projects for 
the 2018/2019 school year. As great 
supporter for the Leader in Me 
program in elementary schools across 
the Lehigh Valley, Al and Jill Douglass 
were confident their support would 
benefit the young leaders in the 
Bethlehem Area School District. 
Additional support from EM Utility 
Contractors, will support future projects. 

“Synergizing empowers leaders to take 
action to accomplish something 
worthwhile which is exactly what this 
program offers the students of BASD,” 
said Al Douglass. 

Farm to School 
Program 

Our Leaders of 
Tomorrow Fund 
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The Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) Program authorizes tax 
credits for businesses that make 
contributions to Education Improvement 
Organizations,  like The Foundation.  
The program is administered by the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Development 
(DCED). The EITC program enables 
companies to support nonprofit school 
foundations at minimal cost.  Instead of 
sending tax dollars to Harrisburg, 
companies can reallocate them to 
support the Bethlehem Area School 
District via The Foundation. 

Any businesses that pay any of the 
following Pennsylvania taxes qualify to 
participate: 

 Corporate Net Income Tax 
 Capital Stock Franchise Tax 
 Bank & Trust Company Shares Tax 
 Insurance Premiums Tax 
 Mutual Thrift Institution Tax 
 Insurance Company Law of 1921 
 Personal Income Tax of  

S Corporation Shareholders or 
Partnership Partners 

 
The Foundation is pleased to offer 
businesses an opportunity to provide 
support for our mission and strategic 
initiatives with two specific programs 
approved by the EITC program: 
 

 Project Lead the Way 
 Forging History & Community 

in Bethlehem 
 

 
 

Forging History 
and Community 
in Bethlehem 
Field Trips 
 

Field Trips make the curriculum come 
alive for students. With The 
Foundation’s support, over 2,000 
elementary school students participate 
on a curriculum-based field trip each 
year. 

The two-hour field trip titled, Forging 
History and Community in Bethlehem will 
take BASD 5th graders to the Steel 
Stacks Campus to reinforce class 
concepts related to our nation’s/city’s 
industrial heritage all as instill a new 
generation’s pride in their city.  The 
interaction among the students, 
teachers, and organizations so closely 
associated with the past and present of 
the city will promote a “common bond” 
among diverse populations of 
Bethlehem. 

Forging History and Community in 
Bethlehem serves the grade-level focus 
on American History as well as the 
economic and social development of the 

nation and region.  By providing a 
powerful, local illustration of academic  
concepts, students will be able to apply 
an understanding of class content in a 
meaningful way.  Students will complete 
curriculum-based reading and writing 
assignments based upon their field 
experience.  
 
Forging History and Community in 
Bethlehem creates a complex, innovative 
partnership among the The Foundation, 
BASD, the Bethlehem Steelworkers’ 
Archives, National Museum of Industrial 
History, and ArtsQuest to offer a 
curriculum-based field trip for each 
Grade 5 student to Steel Stacks Campus 
to view the “Bethlehem Movie”, take the 
Steelworkers’ Archives Tour of the 
Bethlehem Steel Plant, and tour the 
Industrial Museum of Industrial History. 
Students will learn history by 
experiencing it first hand– from the 
place and people who made the history. 

Forging History and Community in 
Bethlehem also serves a long-range civic 
goal of building a future generation’s 
connection, pride, and service to their 
community. 

 

 

 

EITC 
(Educational 
Improvement 
Tax Credit) 
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Biomedical Sciences 

Project Lead the Way Biomedical 
Sciences program is a sequence of 
courses, all aligned with appropriate 
national learning standards, which 
follows a proven hands-on, real-world 
problem-solving approach to learning. 
Students explore the concepts of human 
medicine and are introduced to topics 
such as physiology, genetics, 
microbiology and public health. Through 
activities, like dissecting a heart, 
students examine the processes, 
structures and interactions of the human 
body – often playing the role of 
biomedical professionals. They also 
explore the prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of disease, working 
collaboratively to investigate and design 
innovative solutions to the health 
challenges of the 21st century such as 
fighting cancer with nanotechnology. 

Throughout this program, students 
acquire strong teamwork and 
communication practices, and develop 
organizational, critical-thinking, and 
problem-solving skills. Along the way 
students investigate a variety of careers 
in biomedical sciences. During the first 
year of implementation, schools are 

required to offer at 
least one of the 
foundation courses and 
ultimately implement 
all three foundation 
courses. The capstone 
course is optional. 

Project Lead the Way 
Biomedical Science 
courses complement 
traditional science 
courses and can serve 
as the foundation for 
STEM- centered or 
specialized academies. 
The program is 
designed to prepare 

students to pursue a post- secondary 
education and careers in the biomedical 
sciences. 

Engineering 

Project Lead the Way Engineering 
program is a sequence of courses 
that follows a proven hands-on, real-
world problem-solving approach to 
learning. Throughout this program, 
students learn and apply the design 
process, acquire strong teamwork and 
communication 
proficiency, and 
develop 
organizational, 
critical-thinking, and 
problem-solving skills. 
They discover the 
answers to questions 
like how are things 
made and what 
processes go into 
creating products? 
Students use the same 
industry-leading 3D 
design software used 
by companies like Intel 
and Lockheed Martin. 
They explore 

aerodynamics, astronautics, and space 
life sciences. Students apply biological 
and engineering concepts related to 
biomechanics - think robotics. They 
design, test, and actually construct 
circuits and devices such as smart 
phones and tablets and work 
collaboratively on a culminating 
capstone project. This program is STEM 
education, and it is at the heart of 
today's high-tech, high-skill global 
economy. 
During the first year of implementation, 
schools are required to offer at least one 
of the foundation courses and ultimately 
implement both foundation courses and 
one or more of the five specialization 
courses and/or capstone course. 

Principles of Engineering courses 
complement traditional mathematics 
and science courses and can serve as the 
foundation for STEM-centered or 
specialized academies. The program is 
designed to prepare students to pursue 
a post-secondary education and careers 
in STEM-related fields. 

 

  

Project Lead the Way 
To provide advanced science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) curriculum for students at Freedom and Liberty high 
schools, the Project Lead the Way program is offered to Bethlehem Area School District students focusing two specific career 

pathways: Biomedical Sciences and Engineering. 
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Financial gifts to The Foundation, 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, make a difference 
for current and future BASD 
students and provide 
opportunities to enhance the 
traditional curriculum that are not 
otherwise possible. It is through 
the generosity of gifts like yours 
that our students are served by 
The Foundation. Below is a 
summary of the many ways a gift 
can be made or planned. 
 

 Outright Gift of Cash 
 Matching Gifts 
 In-Kind Gifts 
 Tribute Gifts 
 Memorial Gifts 
 Bequests and Planned 

Gifts 
 PA EITC Contribution 

 

Outright Gift of Cash 

This is the most common method 
of providing a gift. A cash gift to 
The Foundation may be tax-
deductible. You may donate 
through PayPal via The 
Foundation’s website or you may 
send your donation to: 
 
The Foundation for the          
Bethlehem Area School District     
P.O. Box 646                      
Bethlehem, PA 18016 
To make a donation online, visit: 
TheFoundation.beth.k12.pa.us 
 

 

 

 

Matching 
Gifts 

Many employers 
will match 
charitable 
contributions made 
by their employees 
and retirees. If your 
company has a 
matching gift 
program, you could 
double or possibly 
triple your gift 
quickly and easily. 

In-Kind Gifts 

Contributions of goods or services 
to The Foundation can provide an 
ideal opportunity for both the 
donor and the recipient. 

Tribute Gifts 

As an expression of thanks, 
recognize and honor the work of 
your favorite teacher, counselor, 
secretary, nurse, bus driver, 
teacher aide, principal, or other 
district employee with a gift to 
The Foundation. 

Memorial Gifts 

Honor the memory of a loved one 
or someone special by making a 
memorial gift or designate The 
Foundation for donations in lieu 
of flowers.  

 

Bequests & Planned 
Gifts 

Making The Foundation part of 
your estate plan, as beneficiary of 
your retirement plan, or life 
insurance policy. You can leave a 
legacy with a planned gift. There 
are many types of planned gifts 
that you can discuss with your 
personal financial planner. 

PA EITC Contributions 

Qualifying businesses can use 
Pennsylvania’s Education 
Improvement Tax Credit Program 
(EITC) to redirect their state taxes 
to expand on educational 
opportunities through curriculum 
enhancement and innovative 
academic programs that are 
aligned to state standards. It’s a 
terrific, nearly cost-free 
opportunity to make a difference 
in the lives of our students. 

Planning Your Gift 

Inquires about making a gift can be directed to our Executive Director, Julie Bailey. 610-861-0500 ext. 60255 or TheFoundation@basdschools.org 


