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Dates to Remember

New law impacts public education
Parents should be aware of these 
changes in state law under Act 55  
of 2017 that became effective on 
Nov. 6, 2017:
Delay in graduation require-
ments: The use of the state Key-
stone Exams in Algebra I, Biology 
and Literature as a graduation 
requirement is delayed until the 
2019-20 school year.
School meals: Schools may not 
deny a meal to a student, regardless 
of whether he or she has money to 
pay for the meal or owes money. 
Students who cannot pay or owe 
money cannot be publicly identi-
ÀHG�RU�VWLJPDWL]HG��EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�
perform chores or forced to discard 
a meal after it was served. 

Emergency drills: Schools may 
conduct a security drill to practice pro-
cedures to respond to an emergency 
situation, such as an act of terrorism, 
armed intruder situation or other 
violent threat. Schools must notify 
and request assistance from local law 
enforcement and emergency man-
agement agencies, and must notify 
parents in advance of the drill. 
Opioid abuse prevention: Begin-
ning in the 2018-19 school year, 
schools must provide instruction to 
students in grades 6-12 related to 
the prevention of opioid abuse. 
Agricultural education: The sub-
ject of forestry is added to the list 
of agricultural education topics for 
which the state must provide re-
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sources and programming to students 
in grades K-12. A new Commission 
for Agricultural Education Excellence 
will assist the Departments of Edu-
cation and Agricultural in continu-
ing efforts regarding agricultural 
education.
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Parent Teacher Conferences
ES - Feb. 14 & 15, 2018
MS - Feb. 15, 2018

Schools Closed
Feb. 16 - Teacher In-Service
Feb. 19 - Presidents' Day
Mar. 29 - Apr. 2 - Spring Break
May 15 - Primary Elections
May 28 - Memorial Day
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School district budgeting process begins
<RXU�VFKRRO�ERDUG�KDV�EHJXQ�SUHSDULQJ�WKH�GLVWULFW·V�EXGJHW�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�
ÀVFDO�\HDU�WKDW�EHJLQV�-XO\����%RDUGV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�E\�ODZ�WR�DGRSW�WKHLU�ÀQDO�
EXGJHWV�E\�-XQH�����DQG�EHWZHHQ�QRZ�DQG�WKHQ�\RXU�ERDUG�KDV�YDULRXV�GHDG-
lines it must follow to allow for proper planning and public comment. However, 
WKH�ERDUG·V�-XQH����GHDGOLQH�LV�WKH�VDPH�DV�WKH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\·V�GHDGOLQH�
to adopt a state budget. This means that school boards usually must create a 
budget without knowing how much money the district will receive in state subsi-
dies. In years when the state budget is late, this is especially hard.

The amount of available funds can determine what programs and services 
school districts can offer or continue. Your school board must also budget 
money to pay for many programs and services that are mandated by federal 
and state law. Many of these mandates are underfunded or districts receive 
QR�PRQH\�DW�DOO�WR�SD\�IRU�WKHP��7KLV�VWUDLQ�RQ�EXGJHW�ÁH[LELOLW\��FRPELQHG�ZLWK�
XQSUHGLFWDEOH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�IURP�WKH�VWDWH��RIWHQ�SXWV�VFKRRO�ERDUGV�LQ�D�GLIÀFXOW�
position. 

Despite the challenging process, you can help your school board and your 
VWXGHQWV��,W·V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�why your school-funding pie gets divided 
as it does, the amount of state versus local funding provided, and what those 
funds pay for. Open the lines of communication, and tell your board about 
which programs and services are important to your students, and why. If cuts 
must be made, consider what parents and the community can do to partner 
with your district to offer or preserve programs, as well as extracurricular 
functions. And consider becoming an advocate in the state budget process 
by talking with your legislators about the need for adequate state funding for 
public schools.

Parent advocacy in the state budget process
*RY��:ROI�ZLOO�SUHVHQW�KLV�VWDWH�EXGJHW�SURSRVDO�IRU�WKH���������ÀVFDO�\HDU�WR�
WKH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�LQ�HDUO\�)HEUXDU\��'XULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ��OHJLVODWRUV�ZLOO�GUDIW�
amendments to the plan and negotiations will continue until an agreement is 
UHDFKHG�RQ�D�QHZ�VWDWH�EXGJHW��)XQGLQJ�IRU�SXEOLF�VFKRROV�ZLOO�EH�SDUW�RI�WKH�
discussions, and legislators need to hear about the needs of your schools and 
students.

+RZ�FDQ�SDUHQWV�DGYRFDWH�DQG�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�VWDWH�EXGJHW"�+HUH�DUH�VRPH�
suggestions:

���*HW�WKH�IDFWV�²�.QRZ�ZKDW�LV�EHLQJ�SURSRVHG�DW�WKH�VWDWH�OHYHO�IRU�HG-
ucation and what it means at the local level for your school district and 
students.  

���,GHQWLI\�\RXU�OHJLVODWRUV�²�.QRZ�ZKR�WR�WDON�WR��DQG�KRZ�WR�UHDFK�WKHP��
Phone calls and emails are the best ways to reach them.

���7HOO�\RXU�VWRU\�²�7DON�DERXW�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW�DGHTXDWH�VWDWH�IXQGLQJ�LV�WR�
\RXU�VFKRROV�DQG�XVH�H[DPSOHV�RI�VSHFLÀF�SURJUDPV�DQG�VWXGHQWV�KHOSHG��
Talk about what would happen if funding were increased, or if it were cut.

���&RPPXQLFDWH�HIIHFWLYHO\�²�3UHVHQW�\RXU�LGHDV�FOHDUO\�DQG�FRQFLVHO\��,W�
is important to build relationships with your legislators. Understand their 
SRVLWLRQ�RQ�NH\�LVVXHV�VR�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�VKRZ�KRZ�\RXU�SRVLWLRQ�ZLOO�EHQHÀW�
his or her constituents. 

���%H�SHUVLVWHQW�²�6WDUW�WKH�SURFHVV�HDUO\��NHHS�DW�LW�DQG�EH�SDWLHQW��

PSSA test changes  
for spring 2018
The PA Department of Education (PDE) 
announced that students in grades 3 through 
8 will spend an average of 20% less time 
on statewide PSSA testing this year, and an 
even greater reduction – nearly 25% – for 
the youngest students. The tests have been 
shortened without changing the rigor of these 
assessments, which could eliminate up to 
two full testing days for some schools. For 
test administration in 2019, PDE anticipates 
shortening that window and moving it toward 
the end of the year to provide teachers more 
time for instruction and to minimize disrup-
tions to classes.

National look at parent 
and family involvement 
According to data recently released by the 
National Center for Education Statistics:

• 89% of students had parents who re-
ported attending a school or a parent-teacher 
organization or association meeting. 

• 78% of students had parents who 
attended a school or class event; 43% had 
parents who volunteered or served on a 
school committee; 59% had parents who par-
ticipated in school fundraising; and 33% had 
parents who met with a guidance counselor. 

• 83% of students in grades K-2 had 
parents who felt that the amount of home-
work their child is assigned is “about right.” 
This percentage was significantly higher than 
the percentage for students in grades 3-5 
(75%), students in grades 6 -8 (73%), and 
students in grades 9 -12 (70%). 

• According to their parents, 94% of stu-
dents in grades K-12 did homework outside 
of school. Among those students, 86% had a 
place set aside for homework in their home 
and 66% had an adult in the household who 
checked that their homework was done.
NCES: Parent and Family Involvement in 
Education: Results from the National House-
hold Education Surveys Program of 2016.
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