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Half a year left: so much growth ahead!
We are o�cially in our second semester. And assuming we have no more snow days, February 8 will
mark our 100th day of school this year! I'm so proud of your children. Everywhere I look, I see so much
growth! The thought that we have an entire half of the year left is so exciting. I can't wait to see how
much more they learn, grow, and do this spring.

There's so much to share this month. Please keep reading for an update on school safety, important
ways to get involved with PTO (we need your input on playground renovations and other projects),
Valentine's day celebrations, and more.



February meeting: zoom
Our February PTO meeting
will be virtual only. Stay
home and stay warm! We
hope to see you on February
13 at 7:00 pm on Zoom.

Counseling Week
We are so fortunate to have
not one, but two
phenomenal counselors to
celebrate February 6-10.
Please join me in thanking
Mrs. Hilbert (K, 2, 4) and
Mrs. Eberts (1, 3, 5) for all
the work they do to support
our students and staff!

Schedule changes
February 16: Early
dismissal (12:00)
February 17 & 20: No
school

Keeping our kids safe
I wanted to take a moment to share a message on a somber topic. Our snow day last week gave me
the time to read a news alert about the recent shooting at a Virginia elementary school by a 6 year old.
The article stated that there were at least three reports that the student had a gun prior to the
shooting, and that the school administrator dismissed these concerns.

I want to reassure you that if this scenario had occurred in the BASD or at Spring Garden, I believe that
the outcome would have been signi�cantly different. We have many layers of support and extensive
protocols to be sure we handle situations of concern carefully. I have direct contact with the
Bethlehem Police Department and our own BASD coordinator of school safety and emergency
management, Todd Repsher, whenever I need it. Here's a quick overview of our protocols and how
seriously we take your children's safety:

We have monthly safety committee meetings that all teachers are invited to attend. Teachers take
advantage of this and join with questions or concerns as they choose, and we take direct action
on any suggestions or problems. Mr. Repsher attends these meetings along with us and helps us
from the district level.
Whenever we become aware of student safety concerns, we follow detailed protocols. Even when
kids are joking or making comments without intent, we take every comment of a threat to safety
seriously. If students give any indication that they are considering harming themselves or others,
we conduct extensive interviews with questions designed by national school safety experts. We
report all the details of each of these investigations to the district and ensure that we follow up
with any students of concern immediately. We have access to an array of mental health supports
and we take action on those concerns right away.
If anyone reports that a student has a weapon at school, we would immediately do a thorough
search with more than one adult present.
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So much happening at Spring Garden this month!

We have increased the complexity of our monthly �re drills to incorporate a wider range of
possible evacuations. We've blocked off portions of the building so that classes have to �nd
alternate escape routes, we have done lockdown drills in cooperation with the police department,
and we will be practicing some direct evacuations through classroom windows once the weather
is a little warmer (and less muddy).
I have not yet experienced a threat of substance at Spring Garden. But during my time as an
administrator at the middle school level, I did contact both police and Mr. Repsher if I had a
situation that seemed even remotely dangerous. We all collaborated immediately and took
appropriate action with the student and their family as necessary.

I just wanted to take a moment to share with you that as the principal of Spring Garden, as a member
of the Bethlehem community, as a BASD parent, and most importantly as a mom, the safety of your
children is something I take incredibly seriously. I feel very con�dent in the protocols we have in place
in the BASD, and the training we have all been through and continue to undertake, that are all intended
to keep our kids safe.

If you or your children are concerned about any statements, actions, or other indications of a safety
problem, please let me know immediately. We will take your concerns seriously and act on them
immediately so that we can all stay safe.

And while we're talking safety, I have a very important request. Please be sure you are only crossing
North Boulevard at crosswalks and that you are driving carefully and slowly at arrival and dismissal.
We continue to have parents crossing unsafely and one of my biggest nightmares is that you or your
child would be hit by a car right outside Spring Garden. Drivers �y through here and it could easily
happen again...it has happened before. I don't want a repeat of that experience.

Please drive carefully and cross the street only at designated crosswalks.

Thank you,
Dr. Babbin



2/14: Valentine's Day
Our classroom parties will
happen on 2/14 in the
afternoon. Connect with
PTO to help!

2/24: Animal visit
We can't wait for February
24, when we will be visited by
several animals from Barn
Hill Preserve in Delaware.
Thank you to our PTO for
bringing them to us!

Fundraiser info
See below for more details
on pierogi pickup (2/21) and
Gertrude Hawk orders
(2/28). Thank you for
supporting our fundraising
which directly supports our
kids!

In The Know with PTO
Half way through winter and the school year too
Yet we still have a lot of work to do!
Get out your calendar, take a few notes,
Save or print to stay In The Know!

The Bayou Boys Pierogi Sale was well received
Orders MUST be picked up on February 21 (can you help please?)
Come to the gym from 3:30-6
If you placed an order, you CANNOT miss this!

Our next 2 sales begin today!
Gertrude Hawk Candy ends on February 28th
Orders can be placed on paper or online
Exact delivery date will be set at a later time

Hershey Park Tickets at close to a 50% discount
All sales are online. You don’t want to miss out!
Share with your friends who may want to go:
Visit Hershey Park Tickets, 97675237 is our school code

The Ram Shack is open and quite a hit with the kids
We’d love more volunteers to help run it!
If you have your clearances and a few hours to spare
Use this link to sign up. An experienced volunteer will also be there.
Ram Shack Volunteer Sign Up

And speaking of the Ram Shack, you can buy Ram Bucks!
These are perfect for rewards or just because.
You can donate them to faculty to give out in school
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As lighthouse leader rewards, which is so cool!
Ram Buck Order Form

The Spring Garden Carnival is moving ahead at Full STEAM
And we’d love your help! Come join the team!
We’re in need of sponsors and ra�e donations.
We need volunteers. Here is YOUR invitation:
Carnival Packet, English Carnival Packet, Spanish

Valentine’s Day Parties are on the 14th of February
Please look on class dojo for a way to donate.
Thanks to the room parents who plan and prepare
We are all so appreciative that you care

For a detailed look and full transparency
Here are the minutes from our November meeting.
If you would like to be more involved and aware
Please join us at our next meeting! We’d love to see you there!
November Meeting Minutes

Our next meeting is at 7pm on February 13th
It is ZOOM only. We can’t wait to meet!
Our agenda includes potential playground renovations
As well as next year’s executive board nominations

@BASDSpGarden

Spring Garden Elementary School

We are a proud Leader in Me school!

901 North Boulevard, Bethlehe… ebabbin@basdschools.org

610.868.6071 basdwpweb.beth.k12.pa.us/spr…
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