
   
I want to welcome you, our Thomas Jefferson Family, to the 2019-2020 school year.   We continue to be proud of the 
progress that is happening across our  our three building wide initiatives:  Reading By Grade 3, Leader In Me, and 
Building a Community School.   As we move into our fourth year of Leader In Me, we have seen our students begin 
to take initiative in many new and exciting ways.  For the first time we had students recording, editing, and producing 
our weekly video announcements.  We also watched as several students took the lead and ran their own arts day 
sessions.  Our student led conferences were a great success as students highlighted their personal academic growth 
for parents to see.  Next year, we will continue incorporating leadership notebooks by highlighting other aspects of 
our students leadership potential as well as producing students’ own “wildly important goals”.  Our students are 
quickly coming to realize that through establishing action steps to accomplish our  goals, anything is possible. 
Remember to always encourage your children to live by the Seven Leader In Me habits:  “Be Proactive”, “Put First 
Things First”, “Begin With The End In Mind”, “Think Win Win”, “Seek First To Understand And Then To Be 
Understood”, “Synergize”, and “Sharpen The Saw”.   
 
Diving into our fourth year of reading by grade three, you can expect the continued use of our Wonders program with 
scientifically based instructional practices.  Our students continue to exceed our expectations, in many cases making 
reading growth well beyond expected typical progress.   Our teachers continue to be committed to rigorous 
professional development, data analysis, and instructional planning.   We are excited to bring out the best literacy 
skills in each and every one of our students this coming year. 
 
Building a community school has proven exciting as we expanded our partnerships with White and Williams, The 
Bethlehem Morning Star Rotary, and Kindness Is Magic.  We have collaborated with well over 50 community 
resources to bring exciting after school opportunities as well as finiancial support to assist in paying off our student 
lunch debt.    Our community continues to step up in exciting ways to support our students at TJ.    Be on the 
lookout for continued fundraising opportunities through Kindness Is Magic and our community gardens to create 
learning opportunities and food for our students as we move into 2019-2020. 
 
All of our continued success is due to the character that is built within our students.  Without good citizens showing 
us “The Way To Bee” at TJ, we would not be able to accomplish the wonderful things happening here.  As a 
reminder, we always encourage our students to “Bee” their very best in all facets of school life.  We expect the 
children who attend Thomas Jefferson to Be There and Be Ready, Be Responsible, Be Respectful, and Be Safe.  Our 
teachers have high, yet realistic expectations of their students.  We appreciate your support of these values and 
believe working together between home and school will prove successful. 
  
In closing, I want to express our sincere appreciation of all the community support that we continue to receive and 
encourage our TJ families to be an active part of all we do in school.   We value a strong collaborative relationship 
with each of you.   To keep up with the day to day events at TJ, please follow us on our Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram accounts. 
 
IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE:   For the safety of our students, we are asking that parents have their students 
lined up and ready to enter their classroom doors no later than 8:55AM.   Because drop off is often congested, 
please allow yourself enough time to park and escort your child to their classroom until the classroom door 
opens at 8:55AM.  As always walking to drop off is preferred.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tracey L. Hirner, Principal  
http://basdwpweb.beth.k12.pa.us/thomasjefferson/ 
Twitter:  @TraceyLHirner 
Facebook:  Thomas Jefferson Elementary School 
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